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Child Safeguarding Statement
Catherine McAuley NS is a special school providing primary specialised education to pupils from Second to Sixth Class.
 In accordance with the requirements of the Children First Act 2015, Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2017, the Addendum to Children First (2019), the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools (revised 2023) and Tusla Guidance on the preparation of Child Safeguarding Statements, the Board of Management of Catherine McAuley NS has agreed the Child Safeguarding Statement set out in this document.

1 The Board of Management has adopted and will implement fully and without modification the Department’s Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools (revised (2023) as part of this overall Child Safeguarding Statement

2 The Designated Liaison Person (DLP) is 		      Ciara McCauley

3 The Deputy Designated Liaison Person (Deputy DLP)  is Fionnula Ní Chinnéide

4 The Relevant Person is                                                      Ciara McCauley
(The relevant person is one who can provide information in respect of how the child safeguarding statement was developed and will be able to provide the statement on request. In a school setting the relevant person shall be the designated liaison person.) 

5 The Board of Management recognises that child protection and welfare considerations permeate all aspects of school life and must be reflected in all of the school’s policies, procedures, practices and activities. In its policies, procedures, practices and activities, the school will adhere to the following principles of best practice in child protection and welfare: 

The school will:
· recognise that the protection and welfare of children is of paramount importance, regardless of all other considerations;
· fully comply with its statutory obligations under the Children First Act 2015 and other relevant legislation relating to the protection and welfare of children;
· fully co-operate with the relevant statutory authorities in relation to child protection and welfare matters;
· adopt safe practices to minimise the possibility of harm or accidents happening to children and protect workers from the necessity to take unnecessary risks that may leave themselves open to accusations of abuse or neglect;
· develop a practice of openness with parents and encourage parental involvement in the education of their children; and 
· fully respect confidentiality requirements in dealing with child protection matters.

The school will also adhere to the above principles in relation to any adult pupil with a special vulnerability. 
6 The following procedures/measures are in place:

· In relation to any member of staff who is the subject of any investigation (howsoever described) in respect of any act, omission or circumstance in respect of a child attending the school, the school adheres to the relevant procedures set out in Chapter 7 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools (revised 2023) and to the relevant agreed disciplinary procedures for school staff which are published on the gov.ie website. 

· In relation to the selection or recruitment of staff and their suitability to work with children, the school adheres to the statutory vetting requirements of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 and to the wider duty of care guidance set out in relevant Garda vetting and recruitment circulars published by the Department of Education and available on the gov.ie website.

· In relation to the provision of information and, where necessary, instruction and training, to staff in respect of the identification of the occurrence of harm (as defined in the 2015 Act) the school-

· Has provided each member of staff with a copy of the school’s Child Safeguarding Statement 
· Ensures all new staff are provided with a copy of the school’s Child Safeguarding Statement 
· Encourages staff to avail of relevant training 
· Encourages Board of Management members to avail of relevant training 
· The Board of Management maintains records of all staff and Board member training 

· In relation to reporting of child protection concerns to Tusla, all school personnel are required to adhere to the procedures set out in the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools (revised 2023), including in the case of registered teachers, those in relation to mandated reporting under the Children First Act 2015.

· All registered teachers employed by the school are mandated persons under the Children First Act 2015.

· In accordance with the Children First Act 2015 and the Addendum to Children First (2019), the Board has carried out an assessment of any potential for harm to a child while attending the school or participating in school activities. A written assessment setting out the areas of risk identified and the school’s procedures for managing those risks is included with the Child Safeguarding Statement. 

· The various procedures referred to in this Statement can be accessed via the school’s website, the gov.ie website or will be made available on request by the school.

Note: The above is not intended as an exhaustive list. Individual Boards of Management shall also include in this section such other procedures/measures that are of relevance to the school in question. 
		
7 This statement has been published on the school’s website and has been provided to all members of school personnel, the Parents’ Association (if any) and the patron. It is readily accessible to parents and guardians on request. A copy of this Statement will be made available to Tusla and the Department if requested. 


8 This Child Safeguarding Statement will be reviewed annually or as soon as practicable after there has been a material change in any matter to which this statement refers.

This Child Safeguarding Statement was adopted by the Board of Management on				      Date
This Child Safeguarding Statement was reviewed by the Board of Management on                                            Most recent review date

Signed: _________________________		Signed: ____________________________
Chairperson of Board of Management 		Principal/Secretary to the Board of Management

	
Date:     __________________________ 		Date:    ___________________





Child Safeguarding Risk Assessment
Written Assessment of Risk of Catherine McAuley NS 19705T
In accordance with section 11 of the Children First Act 2015 and with the requirement of Chapter 8 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools (revised 2023), the following is the Written Risk Assessment of Catherine McAuley NS.     

	
1. List of school activities
	
2. The school has identified the following risk of harm in respect of its activities –

	
3. The school has the following procedures in place to address the risks of harm identified in this assessment -


	Training of school personnel in Child Protection matters





	Risk level: high. Personnel not recognising or reporting suspected abuse promptly
	Child Safeguarding Statement & DES procedures made available to all staff
All Staff have completed Tusla training module.  BOM members have attended Patron-held training.

	One/group to one teaching

	Risk level: Medium. School personnel/other children at risk 
	School procedures for 1:1/group teaching;
Table between teacher and pupil, glass in window, door open etc.
For the sensory room this may involve the door remaining open.


	Care of children with special needs, including intimate care needs



	Risk level: High. School personnel, child requiring support. 
	Procedures on intimate care for students with additional needs (same procedures as per former Child Protection policy) requirement for two adults to provide such support.

	Swimming Lessons
	Risk level: High
	Close supervision in the walk to/from and throughout the time in the pool, especially if using common/shared areas. 

	Toilet areas, including student use of bathrooms during yard time





	Risk level: High. Inappropriate behaviour of students in bathroom 
	School rules/Code of Behaviour.
Students must seek permission to use the bathroom during breaks (whether indoor/outdoor break). Students must notify the teacher when they are back from the bathroom (one student at a time).


	Curricular Provision in respect of SPHE, RSE and Stay Safe programmes

	Risk level: Medium. Non-teaching of same would present this level of risk
	School implements SPHE, RSE, Stay Safe in full. School does these annually to ensure students have full access during their placement. RSE and Stay Safe have been prioritised for completion in terms 1 and 2 respectively during the 2024/25 school year.


	Managing of challenging behaviour amongst pupils





	Risk level: High. Injury to pupils and staff.  
	Code Of Behaviour, Anti-bullying policy, confidential sharing of information relevant to section 4 of Code of Behaviour (Children with additional needs) to share individual strategies that individual children may need on yard – enough time/space to cool down and de-escalate before using Restorative Practice questions.



	Journey to/from school on Bus Eireann school transport.
Daily arrival and dismissal of pupils









	Risk level: Medium to high. Inappropriate behaviour of students/Bus Eireann personnel.  Risk of inappropriate use of technology on the bus.

















High Risk Level
	Bus Eireann School Transport Code of Conduct.
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures: teachers/snas greet and supervise children alighting from the buses.  Staff supervises the safe entry of buses in the morning on to the school grounds.  Scoil Chaitríona pupils and parents don’t use the main entrance between 8.55 and 9.10am to ensure safety for all.  Teachers/snas walk out to the bus area to supervise children transitioning on to the bus from 2.35 to 2.40pm.
Good communication – pre-emptive bus meetings with students to encourage co-operation and social skills. Pro-actively dealing with bus issues as they arise.
Technology (laptops or ipads for educational use) stored safely on the bus out of student’s reach: parents and students have signed forms to agree to abide by safe technology rules.
No mobile phones or smartwatches at any time or under any circumstance, parents are informed of this prior to enrolment and agree to abide by this school rule.

	
	
High Risk Level
	No mobile phones or smartwatches at any time or under any circumstance in school, parents are informed of this prior to enrolment and agree to abide by this school rule.

	Daily arrival and dismissal of pupils 


	Risk level: Medium. Harm from other adults
	Late arrival and early dismissal procedures (sign in book). 

	Recreation breaks for pupils 








	Risk level: Medium. Injury to pupils/Bullying
Harm not recognised or properly or promptly reported

High Risk Level – School Gate
	Supervision procedures for outdoor and indoor breaks: two adults on duty for outdoor and indoor breaks (per junior or senior grouping, unless substitute teachers cannot be found for teachers or snas)
School gate to be closed for each outdoor break.

Code Of Behaviour
Anti-bullying policy

	Educational School Trips




	Risk level: Medium. Contact with non-school personnel
	Supervision procedures for trips, adequate adult support (ratio 1:10)
SNA support may be requested on trips if there is a greater ratio necessary – this to be planned in advance between teachers – by the teacher, and noted in the weekly diary.

	Administration of First Aid


	Risk level: Medium. Vulnerability of student/adult
	Yard first aid kit is easily accessible by the front door to administer minor first aid as necessary on the yard.

	Administration of Medicine





	Risk level: Medium. Vulnerability of student/adult
	Any medicine administered during school time is with the express written instruction of a parent/guardian, and is kept locked in the principal’s office. 
Care plans in place for students with identified allergies/agreed procedure for epipen use etc.

	Care of pupils with specific vulnerabilities/ needs such as  
· Pupils from ethnic minorities/migrants
· Members of the Traveller community 
· Lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) children
· Pupils perceived to be LGBT
· Pupils of minority religious faiths
· Children in care
Children on CPNS
	Risk level: Medium. Inappropriate behaviour of students/vulnerability of student
	Code Of Behaviour
Anti-bullying policy
Individualised response to student need
Ensuring that school policies/procedures are not discriminating against any one child/family

	· Contingency planning for a potential period of remote learning
	Risk level: low
	Online interaction/teaching should take place in a common area of the home for the student, potentially with no camera on for the student (or teacher if necessary or more comfortable), and if teachers had to have their camera on – to blur their background. Audio or video recording without consent is not permitted under any circumstances.




	Important Note:  It should be noted that risk in the context of this risk assessment is the risk of “harm” as defined in the Children First Act 2015 and not general health and safety risk.  The definition  of harm is set out in Chapter 4 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post- Primary
 Schools (revised 2023)



In undertaking this risk assessment, the board of management has endeavoured to identify as far as possible the risks of harm that are relevant to this school and to ensure that adequate procedures are in place to manage all risks identified.  While it is not possible to foresee and remove all risk of harm, the school has in place the procedures listed in this risk assessment to manage and reduce risk to the greatest possible extent.
Examples of activities, risks and procedures
The examples listed in this document are provided to assist schools in undertaking their risk assessment under the Children First Act, 2015.  Schools should note that this list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. It is the responsibility of each school to ensure, as far as possible, that any other risks and procedures that are relevant to its own particular circumstances are identified and specified in the written risk assessment and that adequate procedures are in place to address all risks identified.
It is acknowledged that schools already have in place a range of policies, practices and procedures to mitigate the risk of harm to children while they are participating in the activities of the school and that some school activities will carry low or minimal risks of harm compared to others.  In the context of the risk assessment that must be undertaken by schools, the Children First Act, 2015 refers to risk as “any potential for harm”.  Therefore, it is important that, as part of its risk assessment process, each school lists and reviews all of its various activities (which shall include identifying those that may carry low risk of harm as well as those that carry higher risks of harm).  Doing so will help the school to (1) identify, as required under the Children First Act, 2015, any risks of harm that may exist in respect of the school’s activities, (2) identify and assess the adequacy of the various procedures already in place to manage those risks of harm and (3) identify and put in place any such additional procedures as are considered necessary to manage any risk identified.
The Addendum to Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children published in January 2019 clarifies that organisations providing relevant services to children should consider the specific issue of online safety when carrying out their risk assessment and preparing their Child Safeguarding Statement.
The Guidance on Continuity of Schooling for primary and post-primary schools (April 2020) advises of the importance of teachers maintaining the safe and ethical use of the internet during distance learning and assisting parents and guardians to be aware of their role also. Schools should ensure that their Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) informs and guides remote or distance learning activity.
Important Note:  It should be noted that risk in the context of this risk assessment is the risk of “harm” as defined in the Children First Act, 2015 and not general health and safety risk.  The definition of harm is set out in chapter 4 of the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools (revised 2023).
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